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My  Lord, 

JPl  T  is  with  great  Pleasure,  _  that.  I,  at 
S&i&l  length  fend  your  Lordfhip  my  T  - 
bute  of  Impartial  Praifie  tor  the  be¬ 
nefit  Mankind  in  general  have  recei¬ 
ved  from  your  Treatrfe  on  the  Vrr- 

'MsTvvM  ml  determin’d  from  the  firft  An- 
X  If  that  Work,  and  it  has  been  with 

P£Tv Weme  to  myfelf,  that  I  have  hitherto  de- 
gteat  /lienee  to  ^  g  with  more  than 

ferr  d  it:  But  -  fupported  by  Experience ,  I 

Troth  flronld  irterge  in  all  her 
refolv  d  to  Jay  til  f  j  Weip  and  fore  and 

foconteftible1 Evidelce  add  the  Strength  of  Certain- 
'y  S^r^^Lord^  was, 

and  fcan  declare  it  with 

firm  Belief  that  warn  1  a  ?  for  addreffing 

look  on  Truth  and  1  amality  to  o 
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itfn  tann0t  avoid  a,monS  the  Praifes  of 
yom  Medicine,  to  throw  in  here  and  there,  what 

trifling  Objections  may  have  been  rais’d  againft  it 
1  migiit  lay  them  more  diredtly  in  the  Wav  of 
vour  Lorafhip’s  Aniwer.  1 

I  f  it  be  true,  that  he  who  has  difeover’d  a  Re- 

arc  iubJaT  “I  "  fa  DifafeS  our  fraii  B°dies 

than  all J the  H  has  ,deferv’dT  more  of  the  World 
tlun  ail  tiie  Heroes  tnat  our  Poets  and  Hiftorians 

W^nvmortaiiz’d ;  what  muft  be  your  Lordfhip’s 
i  r  who  ,have  ^en  this  true  Road  to  Glorv  J- 

to  deliver  C  DUlgariFIight  Wnot  ftoop’d 
deliver  down  a  Remedy  for  One,  but  generouf- 

cannoMnn  i  ^i  *  for  AlL  Your  Lordlhip 
cannot  but  have  heard  however,  that  there  -re 

(iuen  is  the  monftrous  Ingratitude  of  the  Times  l) 

who  laugh  and  rail,  inftead  of  Praifing  How 

“etermhfd  n  A^d  W  **  ^  f°  W ^  foon  be 
aetermin  d.  And  as  to  my  own  private  Thoughts 

Freedo^T’  fh  v  f  ^  them  with  the  ut™ft 
re.dom.  I  fhall  however  have  Juftice  enough  " 

condemn  all  to  Neglect  and  Oblivion  firft  by  be 

ginning  with  a  full  Recital  of  the  Praifes’  of  the" 

“  rT;  v '! UCrh  «  l'a“  fame,  „„  „,K 

mtwir-  hlnh/°  8  3  0race-  or  f<>  much  un- 

anlwerabie  Reafon,  as  your  Lordlhip,  I  fhall  Hve 

°,wn  W°rds,  and  Claim  no  farther  Merit 

|  r,  *?  ^lIfgluni>  Llan  dlat  of  having  carefully  col- 
ledled  and  given  the  Reader  in  one  View,  what 

}  urLouhh.p,  who  have  every- where  diewn  you 

are  above  being  tied  down  to  Method  have  Ratter 

edSoMFnp  there-thr°Ugh  the  firft  Sixty  Pages. 
come  I  remonitions  however  may  in  Confi 

deration  of  vulgar  Readers,  and  of  the  Pride  of 

tne  more  Learned  that  will  make  them  be  judg- 
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ing  for  themfelves,  be  neceffary  to  be  given, 
before  we  enter  on  the  Catalogue ;  left  the  for¬ 
mer  ftiould  not  underftand,  and  the  latter  turn 
to  Jeft  and  Ridicule  what  we  give  with  fo  very 
different  Defign. 

I  have  wonder’d,  indeed,  your  Lordfhip  did 
not  premife  fomething  of  this  Kind,  in  a  Preface 
to  your  own  Treadle,  where  affuredly  it  was  at 
leaft  equally  neceffary. 

The  firft  Caution  is,  that  as  the  following  Ca¬ 
talogue  is,  as  I  have  obferv’d,  not  mine  but  your 
Lordfhip ’s,  that  they  are  to  read  it  as  they  are  to 
read  your  Treatife  5  that  is,  that  while  they  are 
reading  your  Lordfhip ’s  Works,  they  are  to  take 
your  Lordfhip’s  judgment  of  Things,  and  not 
have  the  Arrogance  to  think  for  themfelves,  or 
let  Others  think  for  them .  The  Reafon  of  this,  I 
prefume,  is  evident,  becaufe  as  neither  they 
nor  any  Body  elfe,  ever  thought  like  Tour  Lord - 
flip,  the  jarring  of  Opinions  would  be  apt  to 
create  Confufion. 

The  Second  neceffary  Caution  is,  that  as  they 
are  neither  to  think  for  themfelves,  or  let  their 
Friends  think  for  them,  fo  neither  are  they  to  be¬ 
lieve  the  Dodtrines,  Syftems  and  Tenets  delivered 
in  the  Books  of  Chemifts,  Philofophers  and  Phy- 
ficians  whether  Antient  or  Modern,  which  have 
heretofore  been  received  as  the  fureft  Guides  to 
Truth  and  Certainty  in  Matters  of  this  Kind;  or 
the  Standards  of  True  Knowledge  in  them.  The 
Reafon  ’  of  this,  I  judge,  is  equally  plain,  for 
whoever  fhou’d  read  this  Catalogue,  without  this 
Caution,  wou’d  rafhly  think  your  Lordfhip  in  the 
Wrong  in  every  Article,  advancing  Abfurdities, 
and  afferting  Impoffibilities. 
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The  laft,  is  in  particular  to  Phyficians  and 
Apothecaries,  that  they  do  not  according  to  the 
wonted  Way  of  many,  proceed,  without  either 
Thinking  or  Reading  at  all  ,  on  the  foie 
Guidance  of  what  they  miftakenly  call  Experi¬ 
ence,  or  be  led  thence  to  imagine  different  Medi¬ 
cines  are  neceffary  for  the  Cure  of  Difeafes,  from 
different  or  contrary  Cauies,  becaufe,  however 
fuch  Opinions  may  have  been  heretofore  received, 
they  will  find,  from  your  Lordfhip,  that  they 
were  perfectly  erroneous,  that  all  thofe  Things  are 
quite  alter’d,  and  ’tis  to  be  hop’d  the  College  will 
now  proceed  on  an  entire  new  Method. 

These  Things  premis’d,  Tam  proud  to  lay 
before  the  World,  the  Catalogue  of  Virtues  and 
Ufes  your  Lordfhip  has  difeover’d  in  Tar-Wa¬ 
ter,  firmly  believing,  that  the  greateft  Thing 
your  Lordfhip  has  advanc’d  in  its  Favour,  is  as 
true  as  the  lead: ;  And  that  it  is  as  able  to  cure  all 
the  Difeafes  your  Lordfhip  has  thrown  into  the 
Catalogue,  as  any  one  of  them.  However  as  the 
Lift  appears  fo  long,  I  believe,  your  Lordfhip  will 
not  judge  I  do  amifs,  in  breaking  it  into  Parts  or 
leparate  Parcels ;  left  the  Vulgar  Reader  fhould 
miftake  it  for  the  Detail  of  a  Mountebank  :  And  I 
fhall  add'  this  ferious  Caution  befides  to  every  Rea¬ 
der,  that  he  remember,  thro’  the  Whole,  That  it 
is  the  Bifhop  of  Cloyne’s  Account  of  the  Virtues  of 
Tar-Water,  and  not  the  Speech  of  a  High 
German  Dodtor  in  Praife  of  his  Panpharmacon. 
I  fhall  break  therefore,  as  I  observ’d,  your  Lord- 
fhip’s  Detail  of  its  Encomiums  into  thefe  feparate 
Parts,  i.  What  it  is.  udlv,  What  are  its  ge¬ 
neral  Virtues  as  a  Medicine,  ^dly.  What  parti- 
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cular  Difeafes  it  will  cure.  4thly,  What  contra¬ 
dictory  Effects  it  is  able  to  prejudice,  by  which 
Means  it  becomes  ufeful  in  fuch  a  Variety  of  Cafes. 
And  laftly,  What  Drugs  and  other  coftly  Medi¬ 
cines  it  poffeffes  the  Virtues  of.  Whence  we  dial] 
learn,  that  from  this  one  Difcovery  of  your  Lord¬ 
fhip’s,  we  may  at  once  free  ourfelves  from  the  ex- 
penfive  Affiftance  of  Phyficians,  Apothecaries, 
Druggifts,  Diftillers,  and  a  long  Et  c cetera :  No 
Part  of  which  the  World  will  doubt,  when  they 
find  it  deliver’d  on  the  Faith  of  a  Perfon  of  your 
Lordfhip’s  Sacred  Character,  that  Tar-Wa¬ 
ter  is  an  univerfal  Medicine,  and  general  Re¬ 
medy  for  all  our  Difeafes,  as  your  Lordfhip  has 
exprefly  faid,  that  it  fuits  all  Circumftances,  and 
all  Conftitutions :  Which  however  abfurd  it  might 
have  appear’d  in  Regard  to  any  other  Medicine  in 
the  World,  we  lhall  be  one  fair  Step  towards  be¬ 
lieving,  in  Regard  to  this,  when  we  are  fenfible 
from  your  Lordfhip’s  faithfully  affuring  us,  that  it 
is  at  once  Salt  and  Spirit  ;  Soap  and  Balfam Oil, 
Vinegar,  and  Sunjhine .  That  it  is  in  Regard  to 
its  general  Virtues  -  a  Stomachick  and  a  Pe St oral ; 
a  Rejiorative  and  a  Diuretick ;  an  Anti-hyfleric 
and  a  Balfamic ;  an  Attenuant ,  Detergent  and 
Diaphoretick  •  a  Paregorick  and  Deobjiruent  3  a 
Purge  and  an  AJiringent  ;  a  Cooler  and  a  Cordial. 
Hence  we  may  eafily  guefs  no  Difeafe  can  ftand 
before  it ;  and  are  accordingly  affur’d  by  your 
Lordfhip  that  it  will  cure,  the  Small  Pox  and 
Confumptions ;  the  Scurvy  and  the  Pleurijy  ;  Ul¬ 
cers  and  ObflruCtions ;  the  Spleen,  Vapours  and 
Cutaneous  Eruptions  ',  Peripneumonies  and  Indige - 
ft  ions ;  Eryfipelas  and  Ulcerations  of  the  Bowels , 
and  in  the  Lungs,  Cojiivenejs  and  Diarrhoeas  • 

AJlhmas 


Afihmas  and  the  Gravely  Dropfies  and  Inflamma¬ 
tions  ;  the  Gout,  the  Plague,  the  Pox  •  Fevers 
and  the  King's  Evil.  Together  with  all  Cramps, 
Spafms  of  the  Vifcera  and  Paralytick  Numbneffes ; 
Vigils  and  Anxieties  ;  Gangrenes  and  Difeafes  of 
the  Mind.  And  which  is  little  to  fay  after  all 
this,  bids  fair  for  Immortality .  Laftly,  which 
muft  greatly  recommend  it  to  the  Beaux,  It 
gives  a  fine  florid  Complexion,  and  cleans  the 
"Teeth.  All  which  will  appear  lefs  ftrange,  when 
we  have  believed  your  Lordfhip ,  that  it  is  e- 
qually  good  in  a  cold  watery  Confiitution,  and  in 
a  hot  cardiac  Stomachick  One  ;  that  it  will  e- 
qually  Purge  and  Bind,  and  fet  the  Blood  right, 
when  too  thick  or  to  thin,  when  it  moves  too  quick 
or  too  flow.  And  laftly,  which  no  One  can  doubt 
who  believes  what  has  been  faid  before,  that  it 
pofleftes  the  Virtues,  and  will  fave  us  the  Expence 
of  Guaiacum  and  all  Woods ;  Galbanum  and  all 
nervous  Gums  of  Myrrh,  Amber  and  Afafcetida, 
of  Stoughton' s  Drops  and  Elixir  Proprietatis,  of 
Chalybeate  Waters,  Wine,  Ale  and  Brandy,  Gen - 
zeng,  Soap,  Opium  and  Good  News,  the  fu - 
reft  and  mofi  pleafmg  of  all  Cardiacs. 

And  now,  my  Lord,  I  think  we  may  boldly 
bid  thofe  fhort-fighted  and  ill-judging  Men,  who 
carp’d  and  cavill’d  at  your  Defign,  and  cry’d, 
with  an  ill-natur’d  Sneer  and  fignificant  Shake  of 
the  Head,  What  has  the  Biftiop  of  Cloyne  to  do 
with  Phyfick  ?  Why  will  he  draw  upon  his  Head 
the  Ridicule  of  Half  the  World  by  meddling 
with  what  he  cannot  underftand  ?  Review  this 
Catalogue,  and  blufti,  and  tell  us,  Whether  the 
Biftiop  of  Cloyne,  when  he  believ’d  he  had  found 
fo  invaluable  a  Blefting,  (as  I  muft  abfoluiely  de¬ 
clare 
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clare  againft  thofe  People  who  think  your  Lord¬ 
fhip  would  write  what  you  did  not  believe)  did 
not  do  well  to  unbend  his  Mind  from  Things  a- 
bove  awhile,  and  deign  to  fcrew  our  Fiddles  up, 
or  to  ufe  your  Lordfhip’s  own  more  delicate  Ex- 
preffion,  put  our  Lutes  in  Lime .  > 

Thus  have  we  thrown  to  the  Ground,  the 
firft  and  great  Objection  of  thefe  Wits,  as  they 
efteem  themfelves ;  and  prov’d,  that  unlefs  the 
Words  Bifhop  and  Charity  are  inconfiftent,  which 
I  have  too  much  Reverence  for  the  Order  ever  to 
be  made  to  believe,  however  the  Practice  of  too 
many  may  feem  to  prove  it  :  Your  Lordfhip 
ought  inftead  of  incurring  Cenfure,  to  be  own’d 
to  have  done  the  Duty  of  a  charitable  Man. 

The  reft  of  their  pretended  Cavils  it  will  be 
much  eafier  to  anfwer,  and  may  be  every  where 
done  from  your  Lordfhip’s  own  Treatife;  fo  that 
had  they  their  Senfes  unprejudic’d,  they  would 
find  they  need  only  read,  and  be  convinc’d. 

H  o  w  have  they  jeer’d,  and  with  a  Shew  of 
Reafon  imaginarily  expos’d  and  ridicul’d  you  on 
your  Belief  in  Specifick  Remedies  ?  Sure,  they  did 
not  confider,  that  it  was  neceffary  for  the  Caufe, 
neceffary  for  the  Honour  of  Tar-Water,  that 
this  old  Doctrine,  however  with  feeming  Ju- 
ftice  laugh’d  out  of  the  World  an  Age  or  two 
ago,  fhould  be  reviv’d  and  prov’d  again  to  be 
right :  And  they  muft  know  but  very  little  of 
your  Lordfhip’s  Abilities  who  did  not  plainly  fee, 
that  your  Lordfhip  could  always  prove  whatever 
it  was  neceffary  or  proper  you  fhould  prove ,  how¬ 
ever  repugnant  to  the  Senfe  of  Mankind  in  gene¬ 
ral,  and  I  had  almoft  faid  to  Truth  itfelf.  Can 
there  be  a  greater  Proof,  that  what  I  am  allow¬ 
ing 


ing  your  Lordfhip  is  but  perfed:  Juftice,  than  the 
very  Part  of  yourTreatife  now  under  Confidera- 
tion  :  How  juft  are  your  Lordftiip’s  Thoughts ! 
How  proper  your  Expreffions !  And  how  admira¬ 
bly  clear  and  conclufive  your  Reafonings  on  it f 
’Tis  only  what  I  was  lamenting,  your  Lordfhip’s 
not  having  prefix’d  fuch  Cautions  to  your  Trea- 
tife,  as  I  did  to  the  Catalogue,  that  has  occafion- 
ed  all  the  Stir  and  Buftle  about  this  Paffage.  We 
know  very  well,  that  fuch  People  as  Boerhaavey 
Kiel ,  and  Sydenham ,  and  a  long  Lift  of  others, 
that  may  as  well  be  namelefs,  have  been  of  a 
contrary  Opinion,  and  have  made  People  believe, 
by  a  vain  Oftentation  of  Argument,  that  they  had 
Reafons  for  being  fo  ;  but  do  not  we  alfo  know, 
that  whole  Ages  before  them  did  believe  it,  and 
that  Dr.  Berkley  does  believe  it  now.  What 
Weight  that  ought  to  have,  I  leave  to  thofe  who 
have  as  impartially  as  myfelf  perus’d  your  Trea- 
tife,  and  wou’d  aik  them  whether  they  do  not 
think  you  able,  as  I  am  confident  your  Lordihip 
wou’d  glory  in  the  Undertaking  to  bring  again  the 
whole  Knowledge  of  Medicine  to  its  Primitive 
Darknefs  to  fpecific  Remedies,  and  occult  Quali¬ 
ties  ?  What,  I  wou’d  afk  them,  may  they  not 
expeeft  from  one  who  can  laugh  at  Hombergy 
and  improve  upon  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  ?  Let  them 
for  Shame  lay  by  their  ill-manner’d  Railings  and 
inftead  of  Revilings. 

Sibi  gratulentur  te  tale  tantumque  Extitijfey 
-----  Hnmani  generis  Dec  us . 

For  my  own  Part,  my  Lord,  my  private  Opini¬ 
on,  which  I  fhall  all  along  take  the  Liberty  to  de¬ 
clare  occafionally,  is,  that  all  your  Notions,  I 

beg 


[  9  ] 

beg  to  be  underflood  of  all  thofe  that  are  your 
own,  not  what  you  have  copy’d  from  other  Au¬ 
thors,  (which  make  more  than  two  Thirds  of 
your  Treatife)  your  own,  I  fay,  I  take  to  be  per¬ 
fectly  exalted  above  all  Senfe  and  Underftanding, 
and  many  of  them  to  be  moft  admirably  defcrib’d 
by  a  very  good  Friend  of  your  Lordftup’s  and  mine 
in  a  Line  he  certainly  wrote  prophetically  for 
them  ;  “  They  leave  all  Memory  of  Senfe  behind." 
But  to  go  on  with  the  Objections  and  Revilings 
of  thefe  pernicious  Wits,  as  they  wrou’d  fain  be 
thought.  How  unmercifully  have  they,  as  they 
phrafe  it,  roafted  your  Lordftiip  on  advifing  and 
recommending  it  fo  ferioufly  as  a  Dram  to  the 
Ladies ;  I  naufeate  their  Pertnefs,  and  cannot  do 
myfelf  the  Violence  to  repeat  it  •  but  can  anfwer 
to  it  in  very  few  Words,  That  I  and  every  fober 
Perlon  befides,  moft  heartily  wifh  your  Reafonings 
may  once  at  leaft  be  thought  of  Force,  and  that 
we  may  have  the  Pleafure  of  quickly  feeing  a 
Bottle  of  Tar-Water  brought  forth  from  a 
Lady’s  Clofet  as  a  Succedaneum  for  the  too  dean, 
the  too  much  lov’d  Barba  does. 

Another  Set  of  them  (for  they  are  become  fo 
numerous  here,  that,  I  profefs,  I  never  hear  a 
Horfe-Laugh  in  the  Corner  of  a  Coffee-houfe,  but 
I  guefs  your  Lordfhip  is  the  SubjeCt  of  it )  are 
for  moving  for  a  Bill  in  Parliament  for  regulating 
the  Price  of  Tkr,  as  it  is  already  advanc’d  from 
your  Lordfhip’s  Standard  of  a  Penny  a  Pound  to 
Six-Pence. 

A  Second  is  telling  a  droll  Story,  doubtlefs 
of  his  own  inventing,  of  a  certain  Set  of  Apo¬ 
thecaries  who  had  prepar’d  an  humble  Petition  for 
fetting  on  Foot  a  charitable  Subfcription  of  well 

C  difpos’d 
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difpos’d  Perfons,  for  the  Building  of  certain  Ho- 
fpitals  and  Almfhoufes,  for  the  Reception  of  re¬ 
duc’d  Perfons  in  all  Branches  of  Phylick.  But 
that  upon  finding  their  Bufinefs  prodigioufly  en- 
creafe,  inftead  of  diminifhing,  fince  the  Ufe  of 
Tar-Water,  they  had,  by  the  Advice  of  the 
Phyficians,  fuch  is  the  f Range  Viciffitude  of  hu¬ 
man  Things!  turn’d  it  into  an  Addrels  of  1. 'hanks 
your  Lord  (hip. 

A  Third  (his  Invention  doubtlefs  rous'd  by 
the  Succefs  of  the  former  Story)  backs  it  with  an 
Account  on  his  own  certain  Knowledge,  that  a 
Company  of  Parifh  Clerks,  Sextons,  and  Under¬ 
takers,  terrify ’d,  as  they  juftly  might,  at  the  Dan¬ 
ger  of  your  bringing  in  Life  and  Immortality  in  a 
new  Way,  had  after  feveral  Meetings,  at  length 
determin'd  humbly  to  move  your  Brethren  of  the 
Gown  in  their  Behalf,  with  whom  not  forgetting 
to  urge  the  Diminution  that  mull  necelfarily  fuc- 
ceed  of  their  own  Profits,  they  had  fo  far  pre¬ 
vailed,  that  they  had  drawn  up  a  Letter  (which 
with  mofl  confummate  Impudence,  for  I  can  call 
it  no  better,  he  avows  he  has  l'een)  reminding  you 
of  your  Duty  to  the  Church,  and  evidently  prov¬ 
ing  to  you  from  holy  Scriptures,  that  it  is  not 
lawful  to  give  Immortality  this  W ay.  But  find¬ 
ing  their  Bufinefs  encreafe  with  the  Weekly  Bills 
of  Mortality,  they  very  prudently  ftifled  it,  and 
determin’d  to  reap  the  Advantages  of  Tar-W a- 
ter  in  Silence. 

Fourth,  a  Man  of  a  more  ferious  and 
compaffionate  Turn,  while  the  reft  are  roaring 
out  a  Laugh  of  Applaufe,  iighs,  and  Paul !  fays 
he,  with  a  Shrug  of  Pity,  Thou  art  befide  thyfelfy 

much 
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much  reading  has  made  the  mad :  Rot  me,  fays 
another,  and  cocks  his  feather'd  Hat  with  an  un¬ 
common  Smartnefs,  but  the  Author  has  ferv’d  his 
Medicine  juft  as  Pope  ferv’d  him,  by  giving  it  e- 
very  *  Virtue  under  Heaven,  lie  has  made  all  the 
World  conclude  it  never  had  any. 

Come,  come,  fays  another,  riling  from  his 
Seat  in  Anger,  and  advancing  gravely  with  a 
World  of  important  Nothing  in  his  Look,  you 
talk  like  Boys,  ’tis  fcandalous,  the  Bifhop  is  a 
Man  of  found  Learning,  I  avouch  it,  and  I  have 
read.  And  what  then,  Sir,  fays  another  his 
Knowledge  is  borrow’d  from  the  Writings  of 
other  Men ;  nay,  you  need  but  more  attentively 
have  obferv’d  his  Lordfhip’s  own  Treatife,  where 
you  will  find  in  moft  Places,  that  his  Lordfhip  has 
even  nam’d  his  Authors,  and  all  you  can  be  qua¬ 
lify ’d  to  obferve  from  having  read ,  muft  be  the 
extream  ridiculous  Figure,  that  his  Lordfhip’s  own 
Notions  make  interfpers’d  with  thofe  of  Newton , 
Boerhaave ,  Homberg ,  and  the  reft.  And  this  to 
me  is  truly  entertaining. 

Now  for  my  Part,  reply ’d  again  the  Beau, 
gracefully  adjuftmg  his  Sword  Knot  as  he  fpoke,  I 
never  love  to  look  into  Things  I  don’t  underftand, 
but  may  I  perifh  if  I  can  guefs  what  all  this  is  to 
the  Purpofe.  Rot  me  now,  if  I  don’t  think  he 
has  rambled  farther  from  his  Subjedl  than  the 


*  A  Line  in  one  of  Mr.  Pope’s,  Poems,  {peaking  of  his 
Lordfhip  ;  by  which  it  may  appear  how  differently  that  great 
( ienius  thought  of  his  Lordfhip,  unlefs  it  be  true  as  fonie  Peo¬ 
ple  fay  that  lie  never  praifed  any  Body  but  with  an  Intent 
that  the  World  fhould  conffrue  it  into  fomething  more  bitter 
than  his  fevereff  Raillery. 

C  2 
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Fellow  who  began  with  a  Story,  of  Alexan¬ 
der's  Battles,  and  ended  in  the  Defcription  of 
an  Armenian  Wheel-barrow.  And  there  I  muft 
confefs  ,  my  Lord  ,  I  think  he  was  in  the 
Right:  I  have  that  unalterable  Value  for  Truth > 
that  I  muft  acknowledge,  and  revere  it,  let  it 
come  from  ever  fo  defpicable  an  Animal.  And 
therefore  muft  confefs  the  Force  of  this,  tho’  I 
pafs  over  the  reft  as  utterly  below  either  your  Lord- 
fhip’s  Regard  or  mine,  and  altogether  unworthy 
an  Anfwer. 

Such  and  fo  trifling,  are  the  Objections  of  the 
World  againft  your  Lordfhip’s  Treatife.  I  won¬ 
der,  indeed,  that  I  have  heard  no  others,  and 
muft  acknowledge,  that  in  my  own  Opinion, 
*here  are  fome  of  more  Weight :  Which,  as  I 
cannot  get  over,  I’ll  take  the  Liberty  of  offering 
to  your  Lordfhip. 

And  firft,  your  Lordfhip  has  with  great  Ju- 
ftice  obferv’d,  that  as  ’tis  certain  that  Tar-Wa¬ 
ter  warms ,  fome  will  perhaps,  think  it  cannot 
cool.  I  muft,  according  to  your  Lordfhip’s  Judg¬ 
ment  of  Things,  take  Shame  upon  myfelf,  by 
profefiing  I  am  of  that  Number. 

Your  Lordfhip  afterwards  adds,  that  from 
your  reprefenting  it  as  good  for  fo  many  Things, 
fome  will  think  ’tis  good  for  nothing ;  and  of 
that  Opinion  I  muft  acknowledge  myfelf  to  be 
too.  From  which  perhaps,  your  Lordfhip  will 
conclude,  that  I  meant  no  more  or  lefs,  by  the 
Affertion  in  the  fourth  Page,  than  that  I  believe 
it  will  cure  no  Diftemper  at  all. 

I  frankly  acknowledge  to  your  Lordfhip, 
that  is  my  fincere  Opinion  5  and,  I  think,  I  have 
juft  and  unanfwerable  Reafons  for  it :  But  as  I  can 

have 
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have  no  Reafon  to  think  my  Affertions  will  be  of 
fuch  Weight  as  your  Lordfhip’s,  nor  have  the 
Strength  of  the  V °rbum  Sacerdotis  to  fupport  them, 

I  cannot  expedt  the  World  fhould  think  fo  merely 
becaufe  I  do,  I  fhall  therefore  take  a  plain  and 
eafy  Method  of  proving,  that  this  is  the  Truth  in 
Regard  to  your  Lordfhip’s  Medicine,  by  making 
it  evident,  from  the  Teftimony  of  fome  warran¬ 
table  Author,  that  neither  your  Lordfhip’s  Medi¬ 
cine,  nor,  indeed,  any  other  can  ever  do  what  your 
Lordfhip  afcribes  to  it.  And  to  do  this,  I  need  , 
not  fearch  whole  Volumes  of  Phyfick  through  ; 
Every  Author,  that  ever  wrote  rationally  upon  it, 
has  affirm’d  it.  To  feek  no  farther  than  the  juft- 
ly  celebrated  Boerhaave,  What  can  be  more 
exprefs  than  his  Saying,  when  fpeaking  of  an  E~ 
rysipelas  :  “  It  is  alfo  evident,  that  a  different 
tc  Method  of  Cure  is  neceffary,  according  to  the 
“  different  State  and  Condition  of  this  Difeafe.” 
This  is  one  of  your  Catalogue  of  Difeafes  curable 
by  Tar-Water,  and  ’tis  evident  therefore  that 
either  your  Lordfhip,  or  Boerhaave ,  muff,  in 
this  one  Cafe,  at  leaft,  be  miftaken.  I  am  fenfi- 
ble,  that  if  I  had  attack’d  your  Remedy,  which 
you  allow  warms,  on  that  Score,  by  faying,  from 
the  fame  Author,  that  cooling  Medicines  are  in 
general  moft  conducive  to  a  Cure,  you  would  rea¬ 
dily  have  anfwer’d  me,  true,  Sir,  I  allow  it ;  but 
tho’  Tar-Water  is  wrong  as  it  warms,  yet  you 
muft  grant  me,  that  ’tis  right  as  a  Cooler,  even 
from  your  own  Author. 

Hear  alfo,  my  Lord,  what  the  fame  cele¬ 
brated  Author  fays  in  another  Cafe  ;  fpeaking  of 
a  Peripneumony,  Aph .  849,  his  Words  are: 

-  The  Method  of  Cure  is  to  be  varied,  accord- 
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cc  ing  to  the  different  State  of  the  Illnefs,  and  the 
cc  Variety  of  Symptoms :  So  that  what  may  do 
tc  fome  Service  at  one  Time,  will  do  Damage  if 
cc  applied  at  any  other  improper  Time.”  He  adds, 
in  the  five  or  fix  following  Aphorifms,  different 
Sets  of  Remedies  proper  in  its  different  States. 
This,  I  prefume,  agrees  juft  as  well  with  your 
Lordfhip’s  affirming,  that  it  may  be  cur’d  by 
Tar-Water,  as  what  was  before  obferv’d  of 
the  Erifypelas .  Is  the  Dodtor  again  miftaken  ? 
And  can  this  too  be  cur’d  by  your  Lordfhip’s 
Medicine  alone.  Poor  Boerhaave!  had  he  known 
the  Virtues  of  Tar-Water,  what  a  World  of 
Pains  might  he  have  fpar’d  in  this,  as  well  as  ma¬ 
ny  other  Cafes,  where  he  imagin'd  different  Re¬ 
medies  neceffary,  becaufe  the  Diftemper  differ¬ 
ed. 

In  the  Cafe  of  a  Confumption  too,  in  which 
the  Dodtor  is  as  much  miftaken,  does  not  your 
Lordfhip  look  on  him  with  Pity  ?  For,  I  dare 
prefume,  your  Lordfhip  cannot  fo  far  exult  upon 
the  Miftakes  of  another  as  to  laugh  at  him. 
What  a  laborious,  varied  Method  has  he  thought 
neceffary  for  a  Cure  :  And  with  what  Eafe,  with 
what  fuperior  Greatnefs  could  your  Lordfhip  have 
fpar’d  him  the  Pains  of  writing,  I  know  not  how 
many  Pages,  by  only  the  Two  Words,  Tar- 
W  A  T  E  R. 

H  o  w  rnuft  he  look  too  in  the  Eyes  of  all  thofe 
who  us’d  to  think  fo  greatly  of  him,  when  they 
remember  his  Saying  of  the  Gout,  “  That  it  has 
<c  been  reputed  incurable  by  the  Ancients  as  well 
4C  as  the  Moderns,  if  you  except  a  few  Quacks  and 
44  boafting  Empiricks  in  all  Ages After  he  has, 
*s  lie  imagines,  given  Reafons  why  it  rnuft  be  io, 

when 
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when  your  Lordfhip  convinces  us  fo  plainly,  that 
it  may  be  cur'd  by  Tar-Water.  I  am  griev¬ 
ed,  methinks,  to  lee  we  are  here  reduc’d  to  a 
Neceftity  of  either  thinking  very  in  confidently, 
with  Regard  to  the  eftablifh’d  Character  of  that 
great  Man,  or  of  ranking  your  Lordfhip  (which 
I  blufh  to  think  of)  among  Quacks. 

But,  how  muft  we  conclude  then  on  the 
Whole  ?  Muft  we  continue  to  pay  that  Defe¬ 
rence,  which  all  the  learned  World  have  join’d  to 
acknowledge  due  to  the  Character  of  that  admi¬ 
rable  Phyfician,  and  conclude  it  impofhble  that 
Tar-Water  fhould  cure  Confumptions ,  Per  ip - 
neumonies ,  and  Erifypelas  ?  If  fo  :  Alas  !  my 
Lord,  from  what  an  Pleight  of  imaginary  Hap- 
pinefs  muft  we  fall  ?  For  if  your  Lordfhip’s  Me¬ 
dicine  cannot  cure  any  one  of  thefe,  as  he  has 
too  feverely  prov’d  it  cannot,  how  can  we  be 
brought  to  believe  it  can  cure  them  all,  and  thirty 
more.  Muft  wre  think  thus,  my  Lord  ?  Or  muft 
we  boldly  conclude,  that  he  and  all  the  fo  lately- 
celebrated  Writers  in  Medicine  were  Fools  and 
Dotards,  and  the  Bishop  ofCloyne,  the  only 
true  Phyfician  ? 

I  will  be  fo  free  to  tell  you,  I  would  at- 
tack  you  a  good  deal  more  home,  my  Lord,  and 
would  prove  to  you,  beyond  the  Shadow  of  the 
leaft  Miftake,  that  your  Medicine,  from  your 
own  Account  of  it,  cannot,  by  the  determin’d 
and  unanimous  Confent  of  all  that  have  hitherto 
been  efteem’d  as  Writers  on  fuch  Subjects,  do 
any  Thing  of  all  your  Lcrdfhip  afcribes  to  it, 
would  trace  it  one  by  one  through  all  the  Difea- 
fes  you  have  faid  may  be  cur’d  by  it,  and  make 
it  evident,  by  the  Reafonings  of  others,  that  it  ne¬ 
ver 
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ver  did,  nor  ever  will  or  ever  can  cure  any  one 
of  them,  but  for  the  happy,  the  impenetrable 
Shield  of  Contradictions  your  Lordfhip  has  ad¬ 
vanc’d  before  it,  I  would  tell  your  Lordfhip  from 
Quincy' s  Medico-Phyfical  Effays ,  that  whatever  in 
Inflammatory  Fevers  adds  to  the  Blood’s  Celerity 
is  Poifon  :  From  Sydenham ,  that  in  an  Erifypela- 
tofe  Fever  cooling  Medicines  do  more  harm  than 
good,  and  trace  you  fo  through  each  Article  of 
your  Contradictions,  and  through  each  Difeafe  : 
But,  alas !  to  what  Purpofe  ?  When,  as  I  obferv- 
ed  before,  your  Lordfhip  will  allow  me  all  that  I 
advance,  and  yet  overthrow  it  all,  by  telling  me 
with  perfeCt  Unconcernednefs,  that  I  am  right  in 
objecting  againft  Tar-Water  in  Inflammatory 
Fevers,  as  it  adds  to  the  Blood’s  Celerity,  but  I 
muft  grant  it  right  and  a  proper  Medicine  as  it 
diminifhes  that  Celerity,  which  you  can  fhew 
me  where  you  have  alfo  aflerted,  and  in  the  fame 
Breath  allow  me  all  the  Force  of  Sydenham' s  Rea- 
fons  againft  it  in  an  Erifypelatofe  Fever  as  a  cool¬ 
ing  Medicine,  alluring  me,  that  you  meant  there 
it  fhould  cure  as  an  hot  one  ;  and  tell  me,  with 
an  eafy  Smile  befide,  have  I  not  inform’d  you, 
Sir,  of  Things  of  this  Kind,  in  Regard  to  this 
incomparable  Remedy  through  all  my  Treatife  ? 
Have  I  not  told  you,  it  is  good  againft  Fluidity 
as  a  Baltam,  and  againft  Vifcidityas  a  Soap. 

W  h  a  t  I  can  fay  in  Anfwer  is  only  this,  my 
Lord,  that  I  am  confident  it  is  neither  a  Balfam, 
nor  a  Soap  :  And  though  I  fhould  allow  it  to  be 
both,  I  think  one  need  no  more  than  afk,  in 
Confideration  of  this  new  Species  of  Ratiocina¬ 
tion,  (according  to  a  certain  very  exquifite  Di- 
ftindion)  for  Reafoninc;,  I  do  prefume  no  Body 

will 
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will  ever  be  brought  to  call  it :  One  need  no 
more,  I  fay,  my  Lord,  than  aik  this  plain  Que- 
ilion,  What  becomes  of  it  as  a  Balfaai  whiie  it 
ading  as  a  Soap  ?  And  vice  verfa ,  Vi  riat  becomes 
of  it  as  a  Soap  while  it  is  ading  as  a  Baifam  ? 

■Much  of  a  Piece  is  this  Aryuiny  of  your  Lord- 
fhip’s,  with  that  of  an  unhappy  Fellow,  I  have 
fomewhere  heard  of,  of  your  Lordfhip’s  King¬ 
dom,  and  from  whom  indeed  perhaps  vour 
Lordfhip  had  the  Hint  of  it,  who  being  confin’d 
for  Murther,  confefs’d  the  Crime,  and  yet  avow¬ 
ed  his  Innocence;  declaring,  that  he  ihot  the 
Man  by  his  Mailer’s  Commands,  and  merely  as 
his  Mailer’s  Servant,  but  as  a  Man  and  Judge 
of  his  own  Adions  he  renounc’d  the  Deed,  and 
abhorr’d  it.  The  Fellow,  as  odd  as  this  Reafon- 
ing  might  appear  to  all  the  World  but  himfeif, 
could  not  be  perfuaded  out  of  it  by  all  the  Clergy 
of  the  Place  ;  nor  ever  gave  it  up,  till  at  his  Trial 
the  Judge  happily  afk’d  him,  <£  Friend,  what 
<c  will  become  of  you  as  a  Man,  if  I  condemn 
cc  your  Mailer’s  Servant  to  be  bang'd?”  And 
could  an  Argument  like  this  induce  your  Lordfhip 
to  believe,  nay,  to  affert  Impoffibilities  ? 

I  blush  to  think  your  Lordfhip  could  ima¬ 
gine  a  Preparation  that  fpeaks  itfelf  fo  perfedly 
iniignificant,  could  cure  any  one  the  leail  Dif- 
eafe  :  But  when  I  fee  your  Lordfhip  afferting  k& 
certain  Efficacy  over  a  Catalogue  of  two  and  thir¬ 
ty,  and  many  of  them  the  moil  ftubborn  and  un¬ 
conquerable,  I  cannot  help  reminding  your  Lord¬ 
fhip  of  what  was  with  great  Juilice  faid  of  Sal¬ 
mon,  the  only  Author  I  can  recoiled:  of  all  the 
Writers  in  Medicine,  of  your  Lordfhip’s  Turn: 
When  he  had  been  attributing  a  Catalogue  of  Vir- 
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tues,  tlio  not  near  fo  large  as  your  Lordfhip’s,, 
to  a  much  better  Medicine :  cc  As  well  might 
c<  that  egregious  Scribier  have  faid,  that  it  would 
<c  cure  Corns,  broken  Bones,  and  Apoplexies.” 

But  as  your  Lordfhip  has  fo  fecurely  provided 
againft  all  Attacks  of  Tar-Water  as  a  Medi¬ 
cine  from  your  own  Account  of  it,  by  ever- where 
thus  throwing  in  Contradidtions,  ’tis  vain  to  pufh 
it  farther  on  that  Head  ;  however,  if  in  the  exa¬ 
mining,  What  it  is  ?  It  can  be  prov’d  to  be  no 
Medicine,  or  fomething  hardly  worthy  the  N ame 
of  one,  I  hope  your  Lordfhip  will  own  it  can 
cure  no  Difeale. 

I  f  we  can  throw  afide,  indeed,  our  Reafon, 
and  believe  your  Lordfhip’s  pofitive  Affertions,  a- 
gainft  Senfe,  Science  and  Convidtion,  we  muff 
believe  Tar-Water  to  be  a  noble  Medicine, 
endu’d  with  all  the  Virtues  you  could  wifh  us  to 
grant  its  Subjedt :  But  if  we  come  to  trufl  our 
own  Reafon  and  Experience,  we  muff  find,  that 
Cold  Water  pour’d  on  Tar  can  take  none,  not 
the  leafl  Part  of  its  Medicinal  Virtues,  If  we 
can,  indeed,  believe  your  Lordfhip’s  repeated  Af- 
fertions,  it  brings  off  a  glorious  Quantity  of  its 
Oil,  but  if  we  afk  the  Chemiff,  he  will  tell  us,. 
Oil  cannot  be  mix  d  with ,  or  drawn  forth  by  Cold 
Water.  I  know  your  Lordfhip  tells  us,  that  it 
can,  but  you  muff  pardon  me,  if  I  affure  your 
Lordfhip,  that  however  glibly  it  may  pafs  off 
with  the  Ladies,  the  Ipfe  dixit  of  your  Lordfhip 
will  not,  with  Men  of  Science,  ftand  againft  Ex¬ 
perience  and  well-founded  Knowledge.  Wa¬ 
ter,  my  Lord,  give  me  Leave  to  affume  fo 
much  the  Chemift  to  inform  you,  can  no  more 
draw  Oil  from  Tar,  than  Fire  can  Salt  from. 

Glafso 
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Glafs.  I  grant,  that  Tar  has  Oil,  and  we  all 
know  that  Glafs  is  half  compos'd  of  Salt,  but 
when  I  allure  your  Lordfhip,  that  fcarce  all  the 
Art  of  Chemist  y  can  draw  forth  that  Salt  from 
Glafs  again.  Why  fhould  it  appear  a  Wonder 
that  Water  cannot  extract  the  Oil  from  Tar,  tho* 
we  allow  it  in  it. 

Your  Lordfhip  has  produc’d  Authority  to 
prove,  that  the  watery  Acid  is  what  makes  Salt 
loluble  in  Water ;  but  in  your  own  Heart  are  moil 
confcious  none  ever  thought  there  was  any  Thing 
in  Oil  to  make  it  fo. 

The  Wafhing  of  Turpentine,  which  as  your 
Lordfhip  very  juflly  obferves,  is  a  Subftance  much 
of  the  fame  Kind  with  Tar,  has  been  I  know, 
and  is,  the  Practice  of  Phyficians,  from  the  ear- 
lieft  Time  •  nay,  they  have  gone  fo  far  to  boil  it 
too,  to  render  it  fitter  for  certain  Purpofes,  and 
do  fo  to  this  Day  ;  but  I  never  heard  yet  of  any 
Body’s  taking  Turpentine- Water.  Here,  my 
Lord,  is  the  Miftake,  you  both  wafh  your  Medi¬ 
cines,  but  they  throw  away  the  Water ,  your  Lord-* 
fhip  the  Balfam. 

Even  your  Lordfhip’s  Self  allows  the  Water 
touches  not  the  refinous  Part  of  Tar,  and  I  am 
not  afham’d  to  avow,  I  know  not  what  balfamick 
Virtues  can  exift  in  an  acid  volatile  Salt. 

That  Tar  was  accounted  a  noble  Medicine 
by  the  Ancients  I  allow  your  Lordfhip,  but  re¬ 
member,  my  Lord,  they  gave  it,  and  you  throw 
it  away. 

Your  Lordfhip  thinks  the  Water  carries  off  the 
fpecific  Virtues  of  the  Tar,  Reafon  compels  me  to 
judge  the  Tar  is  not  at  all  a  worfeMedicine  for  the 
Lofs  of  any  Thing  the  Water  robb’d  it  of. 
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Your  Lordfhip  affures  us,  in  your  Index,  for 
I  cannot  find  a  Syllable  of  it  any  where  elfe,  that 
Tar  and  Honey  will  cure  a  Cough.  I  never 
doubted  it,  I  only  defpife  the  Water,  the  Tar  will 
do  this  beft  after  Wafhing. 

What  then  can  the  Water  carry  from  it,  I 
can  allow  it  nothing  more  than  fome  accidental 
Impurities  that  happen’d  to  be  hanging  about  it, 
and  a  fmall  Portion  of  its  effential.  Salt.  Of  which 
I  c  n  affirm  upon  Experience,  that  it  contains  lefs 
than  any  other  Vegetable  Subftance  that  I  know. 
This  is  ali  that  Ckcmijlry ,  and  confequently  all 
I  can  allow  it. 

W hethe r  with  thefe  Additions  the  Water 
can  be  hippos’ d  to  work  the  Miracles  your  Lord¬ 
fhip  has  affign’d  to  it,  I  leave  theWorld  to  judge, 
and  whether  it  can  have  any  farther  Addition  from 
the  Tar,  I  appeal  to  the  Judgment  of  all  who  have 
ftudied,  and  work’d  in  Chemiftry . 

But  let  me  not  be  underftood,  my  Lord,  by 
having  denied  its  Virtues  as  a  Medicine  to  mean 
to  bring  it  to  nothing,  I  do  but  affirm,  it  has  no 
Power  of  healing ;  far  be  it  from  me  to  fay,  that 
it  can  do  no  Harm.  Its  Power  that  Way  we  have 
too  many  Proofs  of ;  the  daily  Accounts  we  have 
of  naufeas  and  grievous  Cholicks,  and  the  ex- 
tream  Danger  that  a  Perfon  of  great  Confequence 
and  Eminence  now  lies  in  from  its  Ufe  denies  us 
to  affert  that.  Could  we  overlook  the  Fatigues  of 
the  Phyncians  and  Apothecaries  unable  to  go 
through  the  Load  of  Bufinefs,  and  the  vifible  En- 
creafe  in  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  fince  it  came  into 
Ufe.  And  thefe  are  Ills,  I  fear  your  Lordfhip 
muft  in  fome  Degree  account  for. 
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But  fure,  your  Lordfhip  granting  even  that 
it  is  a  Medicine,  and  might  do  lbmething,  is  high¬ 
ly  blameable  in  afferting  fuch  Incredibilities  in  its 
Praife.  Could  it  not  be  a  Medicine,  but  it  muft  rife 
to  a  Miracle  ?  Could  it  not  be  a  Balfam,  but  it 
muft  poflefs  the  Virtues  of  all  other  Balfams  in  the 
World  ?  Could  it  not  do  good  in  one  Diftemper, 
but  it  muft  be  a  certain  Remedy  in  all  f  And 
what  can  your  Lordihip  imagine  muft  be  the 
Senfe  of  the  World,  in  Regard  to  an  Account  un¬ 
der  your  Lordfhip’s  Name,  of  its  having  done 
fuch  prodigious  Things,  when  we  are  fo  inconte- 
ftibly  convinc’d  of  its  never  having  done,  or  ever 
being  able  to  do  any  Thing  at  all:  We  cannot  be 
dehr’d  to  wait  any  longer  to  be  convinc’d  of  this, 
as  in  the  Number  of  Cafes  that  it  has  already  been 
tried  in  here,  if  it  were  poffible  it  could  do  any 
Good,  fome  one  or  other  would  have  found  it 
out. 

Let  me  add  one  general  Caution  here,  which 
I  beg  I  may  be  underftood  to  mean  alfo  v/herever 
elfe,  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Letter,  I  am  oblig’d 
>  feemingly,  in  too  grofs  a  Manner,  to  contradidt 
your  Lordfhip,  that  fuch  Things  are  meant  with 
great  Reftridtions :  Far  be  it  from  me  to  queftion 
the  Verbum  Sacerdotis ,  I  only  fay,  that  affuredly 
your  Medicine  does  not  commit  any  of  the  Mira¬ 
cles  your  Lordfhip  afligns  to  it  on  this  Side  the 
Water. 

And  now,  my  Lord,  I  would  be  fo  far  from 
aggravating,  that  I  could  fay  much  to  palliate 
your  Lordfhip’s  Errors  in  this  Cafe,  had  they  but 
hsen  kept  in  your  own  Breaft  3  but  the  Publifhing 
them  as  found  Dodtrine  to  the  World,  with  the 
Sandtion  of  a  Biftiop’s  Name,  Iras  been  the  Gcca- 

fion 
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lion  of  fo  many  fatal  Errors,  that  it  excludes  all 
Thought  of  Mitigation ;  and  I  can  only  think 
the  Excufes  that  might  have  weigh’d  otherwife 
fomething  in  your  Lordfhip’s  Favour,  can  now  be 
produc’d  in  Defence  of  thofe  who  have  believ’d 
you.  As, 

That  they  are  not  the  only  People  by  Thou- 
fands  who  have  been  milled  in  the  fame  Manner 
by  new  Miracles  in  Phylick  ;  and  that  for  this 
plain  Reafon,  that  we  naturally  and  eafily  believe 
what  we  wifh:  And  ’tis  the  general  Intereft  of 
the  World,  that  what  your  Lordfhip,  and  other 
fuch  Advancers  of  new  Miracles  in  healing  fay, 
fhould  be  true. 

Can  they  not  alledge  the  late  famous  Inftance 
of  Mrs.  Map,  in  which  even  our  Eyes  could  not 
make  us  believe,  but  that  floe  had  all  the  aftonifh- 
ing  Power  we  wifh’d  fbe  had. 

Can  they  not  tell  us,  that  but  a  few  Years 
iince  more  Miracles,  if  poffible,  were  recorded 
of  crude  Quick  filver  than  even  your  Lordfhip  has 
recounted  of  Tar-Water  :  Nay,  I  muft  avow 
the  Author  of  that  Practice  did  fhew  the  Fond- 
nefs  of  a  Father  to  his  new  Notions  even  beyond 
your  Lordfhip,  having  heard  from  his  own  Mouth 
a  Story  of  his  turning  a  Bay-Horfe  Black.  Which 
indeed  as  ybur  Lordfhip’s  great  Compaffion  ex¬ 
tending  even  to  the  brute  Creation  has  prefcrib’d 
your  Remedy  to  Horfes,  I  fhould  not  pafs  by 
without  this  ferious  Caution,  that  I  wifh  Gentle¬ 
men,  who  are  fond  of  Sets  of  Coach-horfes  of 
particular  Colours  would  be  cautious  how  they 
give  it  to  fuch,  being  molt  confidently  certain 
that  it  has  as  much  Power  to  change  them  black 
as  Quickfilver  :  And  I  believe,  indeed,  is  as  like¬ 
ly 
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jy  to  do  that  as  any  one  of  the  other  Miracles  at 
fign’d  to  it. 

Many  other  Inftances,  I  might  add,  of  the 
general  Belief  of  the  World  being  very  ealily 
gain’d  in  Favour  of  new  Inventions  in  Phyfick, 
but  as  many  of  them  are  frelh  in  every  Body’s 
Memory,  it  would  be  trifling  in  me  to  repeat 
them*  And  they  mull:  naturally  plead  in  every 
one’s  Judgment,  in  Favour  of  all  who  have  been 
milled  in  this  Cafe. 

But  for  your  Lcrdlhip,  much  I  know  mull 
be  necelfary  yet  to  be  faid,  to  convince  you  of  a 
Miltake  in  this  fo  favourite  an  Opinion,  Errors  of 
this  Kind  having  ever  been  the  moll  ftrenuoufly 
afferted  of  all  others,  even  in  the  Face  of  Con¬ 
viction. 

It  will  perhaps  be  the  molt  effectual  Way  I 
can  poffibly  take  of  prevailing  with  your  Lord- 
fhip  to  believe,  that  there  are  Abfurdities,  falfe 
Reafonings,  mifreprefented  FaCts,  and  mifcon- 
ftrued  Authors  glaring  in  every  Page  of  your 
Treatife,  to  take  the  fame  Method  I  have  in  Re¬ 
gard  to  the  Virtues  of  your  Medicine,  and  lay 
thefe  Things  before  you  from  your  own  Words, 
as  I  compos’d  that  Catalogue,  the  mo  nitrous  Ab- 
furdity  of  which,  tho’  perhaps  it  did  not  appear 
to  your  Lordlhip  while  inter fpers’d  here  and  there 
with  a  Jumble  of  other  unmeaning  Jargon,  yet 
when  it  confronted  you  at  once,  mult,  I  think, 
flafh  Conviction  to  Eyes  ever  fo  obdurately 
clos'd. 

H  ad  it  been  heard  from  the  fam’d  Rickard 
Rock ,  the  only  Man  among  the  Living,  as  Mr. 
Salmon  among  the  Dead,  who  emulates  your 
Lordlhip’s  Way  of  Reafoning,  the  World  would 
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Have  concluded  it  too  grofs  even  for  his  unmeaning 
Mouth,  and  would  have  judg’d  fome  Perfon  in 
Raillery  had  jumbled  it  together,  and  given  him 
Money  to  pronounce  it. 

As  to  abfolute  Contradidlions,  however  much 
they  might  have  clogg’d  a  Vulgar  Soul  in  its 
Flight  through  thefe  Paths  of  Glory,  yet  the  con- 
fummate  Eafe  with  which  your  Lordfhip  recon¬ 
ciles,  or  at  leaft,  imagine,  that  you  reconcile 
them,  fhews  that  to  luch  an  afpiring  Mind  as 
yours  nothing  fhall  hinder,  but  that  what  you 
wi(h,  fhall  be. 

Y  ou  are  determin’d  that  Tar-Water  fhall 
be  an  uni  verbal  Remedy,  you  have  fet  your  Heart 
and  Reputation  on  the  Pro6f  of  it,  and  therefore 
you  refolve  it  flhall  be  prov’d.  You  have  unluc¬ 
kily  fomewhere  faid  it  is  an  Acid,  and  after¬ 
wards  find  that  Acids  muft  coagulate  the  Blood; 
This,  tho’  it  makes  for  it  in  many  Cafes,  yet  is 
Evidence  unanfwerable  that  it  muft  be  wrong,  be 
dangerous  in  many  others.  And  now,  what’s  to 
be  done  ?  How  can  it  now  be  prov’d  an  univer- 
fal  Remedy  ?  Why  what  more  eafy,  Boerbaave 
has  excepted  Vinegar  from  the  general  Clafs  of 
Acids,  which  he  holds  to  be  a  Soap,  and  there¬ 
fore  freed  from  the  Danger  of  coagulating  the 
Blood,  as  other  Acids  muft.  Your  Lordfhip  has 
no  more  to  do  then,  but  to  follow  Boerbaave , 
and  declare  Tar-Water  a  Soap  too,  and  you 
are  got  over  this  formidable  Stop.  To  know  a 
Thing  is  neceflary,  and  to  do  it  are,  with  your 
Lordfhip,  but  one  Thing  •  Tar-Water  muft 
be  found  a  Soap :  You  prove  it  is  one,  and  with 
that  Strength  of  Argument  that  ’tis  evident  you 
could,  by  a  Parity  of  Reafon  had  it  been  necef- 

fary,< 


